
Mónica del Águila  
 
Summary 
Environmental biologists specialised in ecotoxicology. Generally interested in all areas of Ecotoxicology particularly on 
the risk assessment of pesticides in a regulatory context.  

 
Professional Experience 

Experience  

May 2021 – Aug 2021 
Technical assistant – Scientific Coordination team European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) Parma, Italy. 

> Following up on the preview of active substance ensuring completeness and compliance of each of the different 
steps of the process. 

> Ensure the delivery of harmonize and consistent scientific outputs that are understandable to the public.  
> Act as a contact point for stakeholders such as the Member States and industry and provides technical and 

scientific support.  
> Work cooperatively within and across teams. 
> Revision of confidentiality claims of sanitised version of the conclusion of active substance and background 

documents. 

Nov 2019 – April 2021 
Trainee Pesticide Peer Review Unit – Ecotoxicology team European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) Parma, Italy. 

Support of the developmental activities of the ecotoxicology team and contribution to the risk assessment of 
pesticide active substances at the EU level. 
> Peer review following EFSA guidance documents and OECD test guidance; 
> Performing and coordinating systematic reviews; 
> Application of risk assessment tools i.e., calculators of Birds and mammal, Bee & NTA risk assessment; 
> Data analysis with the statistical software R; 
> Drafting of scientific reports and expert consultation minutes. 
> Support of working group activities in the Revision of the Bee Guidance Document. 
 
Sep 2018 –Jun 2019 
Master Thesis – Risk and biological assessment of heavy metals in the River Aconcagua, Chile FRAM Centre 
University of Gothenburg Gothenburg, Sweden. 

Main goal to investigate whether complex metal mixtures affect biodiversity patterns of freshwater organisms along 
a river with extensive mining activity. 
> Extensive experience in field sampling in rivers: Collection of biofilms, microbial communities, 

macroinvertebrates, water samples for pesticide and metal analysis and eDNA; 
> Risk assessment of single and mixt metals; 
> Data analysis with the statistical software R. 

 

 
 
Feb 2014 –Sep 2014 
Internship-soil toxicology Ecological and Forestry Applications Research Centre (CREAF) Barcelona, Spain. 

> Testing possible effects of three different types of biochar on soil fauna and vegetable growth; 
> Performing standardized tests with Folsomia candida i.e. ISO 11267 and ISO 17512. 

 
Education 
2017–2019 Master’s degree, Ecotoxicology Göteborgs Universitet (Pass with distinction) 



Specialist knowledge: aquatic ecotoxicity, mixture toxicity, chemical risk assessment, ecotoxicology with focus on 
physiology and ecology, environmental risk assessment. 

2011–2015 Bachelor’s degree, Environmental Biology Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona 
Specialist knowledge: ecotoxicology, microbiology, plant physiology, edaphology and applied edaphology (Hons.) 

1998–2011 High School Diploma Deutsche Schule Barcelona 
Specialist knowledge: Biology, Math, German and Spanish 

Language skills 
Spanish: Native   German: Abitur qualification equivalent to C2   English: C1 IELST certificate 

 

lT skills 
> Working experience with Microsoft Office such as data analysis with EXCEL.  
> Data treatment and analysis using R and python programming language 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 


